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A number of wars have been fought around the world over. The
nature of warfare itself has dramatically changed due to the development
of increasingly sophisticated weapons technology. Nations have placed
greater emphasis on increasing and reinforcing military strength which
causes increasing armed conflicts. The main victims of such armed
conflicts have been the female human being. They worsened existing
constraints on women's rights, which in turn aggravates inequalities in
gender relations. A lot is known about the armed conflicts or war and
violence the world over but the effects of such conflicts from the female

perspective have not been discussed enough.

The project has studied the impact of war on women in India and
Afghanistan respectively. As both the countries have gone through
severe war during upheaval at the time of partition in India and Tribal
war, Intervention of the First world and 9/11 incidents in Afghanistan,

war had a devastating impact on both the societies especially women.

There has been immense regional conflict in the regions of India
and Afghanistan which has affected the population over time in a great
way. One of the many events includes the Women's partition in August
of 1947 in India and tribal and 9/11 war in Afghanistan. The concurrent
independence of a secular India and creation of the Islamic state of

Pakistan created an outbreak of violence along the border areas as



Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims fled towards either Pakistan or India. In the
process, more than eight million people abandoned their homes and
nearly one million died. Women were widowed, abducted and
murdered. In the same way during long and continuous war in
Afghanistan led to the devastation of the country. Women and girls were
not just killed; they were raped, sexually attacked, mutilated and
humiliated. Custom, culture and religion built an image of women as
bearing the 'honour' of their communities. Disapproving a woman's
sexuality and destroying her physical integrity became a means by
which to terrorize and demean the entire communities, as well as to
punish, intimidate and humiliate women. It is behind this background
that the present research has analyzed the causes of war and violence in
these regions. It also attempts to find out how women in these regions

were affected by such conflicts.

In order to better understand the struggle faced by the women in
India during the partition the project attempted to first understand the
historical context of the region and the cause of the partition. It traced
the historical background of both the wars in detail in the introductory
chapter. The first chapter which is in the form of introduction has given
the socio-political and historical background of partition and war in
Afghanistan and its literature. The introduction also contains a deep and
comprehensive study of the various aspects of war and violence and
their impact on society and women at large. The chapter has touched
upon the historical background of literature produced during the tumult
in both India and Afghanistan along with the writings dealing with the
trauma that women faced during it. It has discussed in general the

Indian Partition Literature and Afghan Literature with their association



with war and violence and their impact on both the societies. The
research has proceeded towards the understanding of the reason and
consequences of war both in India and Afghanistan with the help of
literary writings of Indian and Afghan writers. It has taken up a vivid
description of the conditions that prevailed in both the countries which

led them from peace towards chaos.

The second chapter entitled Borders and Boundaries: Women
during Indian Partitionhas dealt with a specific study of the work
Borders and Boundaries written by Ritu Menon and Kamla Bhasin. The
chapter began with a brief introduction of the Partition war and its
relation to the violence and how women are being targeted during the
* turmoil in a country. The chapter also puts a light on the introduction of
the writers and their association and intention of writing the partition
literature with a women point of view. Through a deep analysis of the
book the chapter discusses in detail how the writer has emphasized on
women being instructed or forced to commit mass suicide, had their
body parts cut off, and were kidnapped and raped in the midst of the
regional conflict between the different religious ethnic groups such as
the Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. The chapter dealt with several issues
which are being raised by the writers in the book such as the recovery of
women, the Hindu and Sikh women of India, and the Muslim women in

Pakistan in the aftermath of the Partition.

Third chapter dealt with the Afghan narratives in which
Zarghuana Karagar’s Dear Zari has been taken as a primary source. The
chapter deals with the historical background of Afghan war Literature
and the impact of the war on the life of women. The chapter reveals

several aspects of Afghan war and how the personal lives of women



being affected during that. The chapter brings forth a deep analysis of
Afghan society.

Forth chapter is a comparative study of women during war in
Indian and Afghan literature. The chapter has compared the conditions
of women of India and Afghanistan during war through the study based

on the works of Ritu Menon and Zarghuana Kargar.

The last chapter has with the conclusion of the research

undertaken.



OBJECTIVES

Women are the integral part of society and their role in building the
home, society and nation at large is considerable. During war in any
society women become the first target of exploitation. The reason of
their exploitation is their unequal status in society and their sex. Despite
the fact that they are increasingly responsible for maintaining the social
fabric of their communities, their condition is still unjust in the society.
During war in both India and Afghanistan, womenfolk became the
largest sufferers who not only faced physical violence, but psychological
and emotional violence as well. The traces of these wars could be felt on
the mind and psychology of several generations. The partition war in
India left several people homeless and hapless while the long and
continuous war in Afghanistan left the afghan society in a wretched and
brutal state. Both the events encouraged the bulk of literature in forms of
novels, autobiographies and memoirs, depicting the situation of women

and their endurance during war.

> War is the most important and under-investigated influence
especially for females, in the society. In this lieu the projectaimed
at studying the condition of women during war in two societies
India and Afghanistan respectively.

> The project aimed at the comparative study of both afghan and
Indian literature through a close analysis of the works of Ritu
Menon and Zarghuna Kargar that represents Indian and Afghan

women respectively.



The condition of women in India during Partition through Borders
and Boundaries and the condition of Afghan women during war
through Dear Zari has been dealt within the project.

This comprehensive project explores the problems faced by
women in wartime and the coping mechanisms they employed.

It aimed at giving solutions to limit or end the vulnerability of
women due to war.

The economic, psychological, and cultural experiences of women
during war and the question related to these experiences are being
explored in the project.

The project led towards the understanding of the influence of war
on safety, education, livelihood health, and the psychosocial

dynamics of women.



ACHIEVEMENTS

The woman is a powerhouse of creativity, development and
peace. They preserve certain values in society which are invaluable.
Women are rarely mere passive victims of conflict and should not be
treated as such. Women can play active roles in the events that lead to
fighting and instability, and even in combat it - yet they have also served
as the forerunners of peace movements that have ended conflict. The
project has accomplished its desired objectives. The detailed analysis of
the Partition war and War in Afghanistan through literature the project
has been able to analyze the situation of women during war.

Through the close reading of the text the project has studied the
problems faced by women during warduring war which are more or less
the same in both the society. It has resulted towards the understanding
and solutions of the problems faced by women.

The reading of several critics on society and war has led towards
the realization that the women lacking education and awareness suffered
more than those who were educated and aware of their rights. Women
having access to education can be less vulnerable during war. The
education is the best tool to improve the situation of women in society.

The project has arrived at the understanding that women across
the globe must ask the question ‘who-are we’ in order to determine what
they can give to the nation. They should be provided the platform for
addressing this fundamental question on the essence of woman.

As both Indian and Afghan women grapple with these questions,
it is crucial for all the educational institutions to facilitate through the
education provided the discovery of the true essence of women and thus
their unique contribution to society.

The analysis of the interviews of the women during war through
Dear Zari and Borders and Boundaries, the project supports the fact
that the appreciation of the characteristics proper to women enables her
to better understand her role and her own unique characteristics in the
context of her essence.



All education institutions must remember that gender differences
are better celebrated than suppressed, that the difference of woman does
indeed make a difference Reconstruction efforts should focus on
opening the schools and clinics and measuring basic access for girls and
boys, women and men.

There should be special protection rules for women in each
society and they should be ardently followed. Women should be treated
with all the regard due to their sex and must be benefited by treatment as
favorable as that granted to men.

They should be the object of special respect and must be protected
in particular against rape, forced prostitution and any other form of
indecent assault which is common during war.

During an armed conflict government should create hospital and
security areas and localities, designed to shelter civilian population from
the effects of the armed conflict, especially pregnant women and
mothers with children under age of seven years old.

Focusing on what women suffered during armed conflicts, women
should be entitled with more decisional power in conflict prevention,
conflict mediation or during the peace building process, in order to
reduce the sex-based violence. In the field of health, medical care and
hygiene also the specific provisions must be taken into consideration.

Women, therefore, must be safeguarded from gender-specific
violence and, when it occurs, supported in their own psycho-social
healing. Their peace building efforts must be promoted at all levels:
local, regional, national and international.

At the end the project enhances the view that the women must be
empowered politically and economically, and be represented adequately
at all levels of decision-making,.



WOMEN AND WAR: A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF INDIAN
AND AFGHAN LITERATURE
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SOCIAL RELEVANCE

During and after wars, women are instrumental in providing a
sense of family and community continuity that supports children's
healing from war-related trauma so when they are affected by war, so
are children. Hence the role. of women in protecting and sustaining
families are well-recognized. During the adverse situations in home
society or nation their role becomes crucial as they are impacted twice
both by outside sources and inside elements as well. Along with war
they suffer from poverty, conservative and Orthodox mindset of people,

their subjugated position in society and social upheavals.

Modern warfare has had a devastating effect on the lives and
dignity of women and girls, as well as on the health and educational
services that are essential to family and community survival. Along with
reproductive health complications, the adverse effects of conflict hit
women and girls harder than it does their male counterparts, since
deliberate gender-based violence and discrimination are rampant in
these settings. As such these gender-specific threats to women and girls
compound the challenges of ensuring their protection. This has resulted
in gaps in the design and delivery of assistance and protection of the
priority population of women in conflict and post- conflict situations.
The history of war in India and Afghanistan and their impacts on women
has been suffused with tragedy. The position of women in Afghanistan

is a reflection of their subordinate status. This is not peculiar to



Afghanistan alone but most of the Muslim countries and the world at
large. In present social scenario just as these women are making
progress on the path of emancipation and having their rights entrenched,
there is a need to consider their rights and position in the society. The
task of nation building and social stability requires the participation of
all regardless of their race, ethnicity or gender in the creation of a strong
state. The challenge of balancing between the need for unity and the
recognition for diversity in the course of nation building is manifest not
just in the interaction between the people of different racial and ethnic
backgrounds but also between the different genders. Women can
actively take part in the task of nation building in a spirit of unity of
races, ethnicities and gender. The participation of women at all levels of
national decision making, prove a social stability. Hence the study of the
condition of women during war will led to the comprehensive
understanding of the problems and the solutions of the same. That will

lead towards the socio-cultural stability in the societies of the world.



‘ S.S. ]am Subodh PG. (Autonomous) College

(Affiliated to the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur)

Re-accredited with A+ + Grade (3.82CGPA) in 3" Cycle by NAAC-UGC
~ Awarded status of “College of Excellence” by UGC

I

Ref.:..=>& 710’8”19) Yoy | ' | | Date :.[Q)21.).%...

Certificate of Deposit

This is to certify that Dr. Namita Singh, Lecturer Department of English has deposited
following items purchased under UGC Minor Research Project.

(F.No.-M.H.-130/304039/
1. Books and Journals -

2. Equipments

Rambagh Circle, Jaipur - 302004, Rajasthan (INDIA)
Phone.: +91-141-2565989, 2569850 ° Fax: +91-141-2569126
Email: admin@subodhpgcollege.com * Website: www.subodhpgcollege.com




S.S. Jain Subodh PG. (Autonomous) College

(Affiliated to the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur)

Re-accredited with A+ + Grade (3.82CGPA) in 3“ Cycle by NAAC-UGC
Awarded status of “College of Excellence” by UGC

CERTIFICATE

g%gg ?@ﬁgg s N\

ch~
‘v}?‘; v
1ngh Department' éﬁ;}E lish has posted the

This is to certify_‘;

of K.B. Sharma)
- Principal

Rambagh Circle, Jaipur - 302004, Rajasthan (INDIA)
Phone.: +91-141-2565989, 2569850 ° Fax: +91-141-2569126
Email: admin@subodhpgcollege.com * Website: www.subodhpgcollege.com




	1
	1 A Brief Summary of the report
	2 Objectives of the study
	3 Achievement
	4 Contribution to the society
	5 Certificate of Deposit & upload

